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into the burrows are on the market and are more effective
than the hand method.
Recently a new method of attack has been discovered which
is said to work well where only a few gophers have to be
dealt with. An automobile is placed over the hole and a short
hose attacked to the exhaust, the other end being inserted
in the gopher hole and packed with moist soil. After turning
an extra amount of lubricating oil into the cylinders for the
purpose of making a smoky gas, the engine is started. If
smoke is emitted from any hole in the vicinity it is promptly
plugged. A few minutes of this treatment naturally pro-
duces a condition fatal to the gopher.
Ground Squirrels (Citellus heecJieyi)
These animals overrun California, occurring by millions
in the interior valleys, where they destroy large quantities
of grain, almonds, and dried fruit. They may do great dam-
age to citrus orchards and nurseries but, unlike the gopher,
their depredations are largely confined to orchards situated
near grain fields or brush land. Railroad embankments,
canal banks, and roadsides are favorite places for squirrel
burrows. The animals live mostly on grain, nuts, acorns, and
weed seeds, but during the rainless summer and fall, when
the green herbage dries up, they are apt to visit citrus trees
and gnaw the bark. A few squirrels may quickly ruin a
large number of trees when the young trees have just been
planted out.
Ground squirrels may be poisoned in the same way as
gophers, poisoned barley or wheat being most commonly used
for this purpose. Whole barley threshed but still retaining
its rough outer husk will not be eaten by birds, so it should
always be used in this form. The following formula and di-
rections for preparing poisoned barley are suggested: